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only on political grounds and hence ineffectively, was now
opposed on moral grounds and rooted out of the Church and
finally out of society at large; in a similar manner, the ex-
posure of children was definitely treated as murder, and
through the teaching of the early Church and the large sums
of money which it spent for the care of such children, the
standard of public opinion was raised from the incompre-
hensibly low one of the entire classical period; the immoral
public ceremonials and the lascivious practices of private
worship of the pagan religions were of course denied all
communicants of the new Church and were in time driven
from public tolerance. In these respects, and, above all,
through the high standards of personal morality, as expressed
in the Mosaic law and in the Sermon on the Mount, standards
altogether unknown among the masses of population, the
early Church enforced a moral education that was entirely
new in the history of the world as well as in the history of
education. If one will compare the simplicity and purity of
character of early Christian worship with the ceremonials
of the pagan religions; the character of the Christian priest-
hood with that of the pagan cults; the morality inculcated in
the one with the habit fostered in the other; the sacrifice
entailed in the one with the indulgence granted in the other;
the humanitarian sentiments in the one with the cruelty and
brutality, however refined, in the other; the charity and gen-
erosity of the one with the selfishness of the other; if these
comparisons be made, the importance of this education will
be readily understood.
It is the unanimous testimony of historians that for the
first two centuries, and for a large part of the third, the life
upheld by the Christian Church, with its purity yet unsullied
and its ambitions yet untainted, furnished one of the most
remarkable phenomena in history; and that this purity of
life was largely responsible for the rapidity and thoroughness
of its concuust of the Roman world. This high ideal of